
Funding was also received from Topps 
Tiles (£100) in materials for the 
residents at Tate House, to do their 
own Sunflower mosaic, which now has 
pride of place in the Sensory Courtyard. 
It really is a wonderful piece of artwork, that the residents 
involved are so proud of and is such a sense of achievement. 

A greenhouse, garden tools and paving slabs, were also 
kindly donated by Christian Deighton of Olive Landscaping.  
£500 funding was obtained from Broadacres Housing 
Association towards the purchase of safety 
glass and Harrogate Glass offered us a generous 
discount and personal service.  The greenhouse 
was erected and pathway laid by two of The 
Growing Together Group’s volunteers, Colin & 
Phil, who did a fantastic job.  B&Q have kindly 
donated a heater and gave us a few plants and 
last year, we had some tomatoes growing – 
they smelt wonderful!  The residents are so 
excited and can’t wait to get involved! 

All the Age UK NY volunteers gain much personal satisfaction from being involved at 
Tate House. It has help prevent isolation and loneliness, as some of them live on their 
own (through bereavement) and also offers them healthy exercise in the fresh air, 
which they probably wouldn’t normally get.  One of the volunteers doesn’t have a 
garden through living in a third floor flat, so he loves the opportunity of growing fresh 
produce and flowers, and mixing with others.  

The group also meets socially for coffee and theatre trips etc.    
The health benefits of this group are proved enormous for all involved!  

Growing Together Group  RNIB Tate House Harrogate 
This project commenced spring 2011.  It has provided Residents with a Sensory 
Courtyard, vegetable plot and Wildlife Corner, with sponsorship received from 
ASDA Harrogate, along with goods, plus help in kind, donated from other local 
businesses e.g. Homebase; Brookside Nurseries; De-signs; Horticap; Tidy 
Gardens, Forest Moor Garden Centre and Age UK North Yorkshire.  

An Open Day was held, when everyone who had supported the project was 
invited to attend and the Mayor of Harrogate officially opened it.  

The Harrogate & District Biodiversity Action Group also came along to present 
‘The Growing Together Group’, with a 
Gold Award for their Environmentally 
Friendly Wildlife Garden and for 
meeting all their criteria. 

DAYBREAK SERVICES 

The next step is to form a Gardening Circle with 
interested residents at Tate House, who, 
supported by Age UK NY volunteers, will use the 
greenhouse to plant seeds, cuttings etc., and do 
reminiscence planting in raised beds.  We are also 
looking to build an Alpine Garden, in memory of 
one of the residents who recently passed away.  


